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Topics for Today
• Free, Paid, or Linked

• Directory Quality

• General vs. Vertical

• A Plan For Directory Submissions

• Major Paid Directories• Major Paid Directories

• Secondary Paid Directories

• Vertical Directories & Resource Pages

• Preparing & Managing Submissions

• Creating A Directory

• Directory Planning Worksheet

Topics for Today

A Plan For Directory Submissions
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Secondary Paid Directories

Vertical Directories & Resource Pages

Preparing & Managing Submissions

Directory Planning Worksheet



Free, Paid, Linked

• Some directories still offer free submission…

• Okay, one does.

• Okay, they don’t process submissions very 

fast.fast.

• Okay, some of the editors think submitted sites 

aren’t worth reviewing

• Okay, but you should still submit to DMOZ
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Okay, they don’t process submissions very 
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Okay, some of the editors think submitted sites 

Okay, but you should still submit to DMOZ



Free, Paid, Linked

• You will find directories that offer free 

submission, but require a reciprocal link

• Usually, they want a link from the site’s home 

page.page.

• Yeah, right.

• No, seriously, that’s what they want.

• Don’t give it to them, but do offer them a link
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submission, but require a reciprocal link
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No, seriously, that’s what they want.

Don’t give it to them, but do offer them a link



Why Paid Submission?

• Directory submissions became SEO’s false savior 
back in 2003…

• Yahoo had already put up a fee

• Looksmart had already put up a fee• Looksmart had already put up a fee

• The Insane Genius of Bluefind
– Paid Links to boost PageRank

– Selling PageRank

• The real purpose of the fee is to create a barrier

• Few directories generate significant profits from fees

Why Paid Submission?

Directory submissions became SEO’s false savior 

Yahoo had already put up a fee

Looksmart had already put up a fee
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Looksmart had already put up a fee

The Insane Genius of Bluefind
Paid Links to boost PageRank

The real purpose of the fee is to create a barrier

Few directories generate significant profits from fees



Since We Must Pay…

• Focus on QUALITY directories –

• RED Flags:

– Empty categories

– DMOZ Hijacking / Clones

– Same “Sponsors” in every category

– Keyword links (w/o business name)– Keyword links (w/o business name)

– PAID TEXT LINK ADS!

• YELLOW Flags

– Recurring fees – but do they review sites periodically?

– Redirect links (301 or 302 - check headers with Web Bug)

– Who owns it? Age of the directory? Purpose?

– Quality of links TO the directory

Since We Must Pay…

– that’s what the SE’s will do

Same “Sponsors” in every category

Keyword links (w/o business name)
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Keyword links (w/o business name)

but do they review sites periodically?

check headers with Web Bug)

Who owns it? Age of the directory? Purpose?

Quality of links TO the directory



A Plan For Directories

• Submit to Major Paid Directories & DMOZ

• Submit to Key Secondary (Paid) Directories

• Submit to Vertical Directories

• “Drip” Campaign for other directories• “Drip” Campaign for other directories

• “Drip” Campaign for resource pages

• Exchange Links? Maybe… for verticals

• Want listing on more resource pages? Get 
RANKED, and get filthy linking rich.
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“Drip” Campaign for other directories

“Drip” Campaign for resource pages

Exchange Links? Maybe… for verticals

Want listing on more resource pages? Get 
RANKED, and get filthy linking rich.



Let’s Play Search Engine!

• Site 1

– 168 paid directory links

– 500 link exchanges

– 4 other links

Which One Do You Like?

Let’s Play Search Engine!

• Site 2

– 15 paid directory links

– 10 link exchanges
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– 50 other links

Which One Do You Like?



The Case For Submitting 
Everywhere

• It can’t really hurt, any more than it costs

• It might really help

• Rip-Off & Clone Directories will add you…
– (*then send you a ransom note later)– (*then send you a ransom note later)

• Presence Builds Presence

• Just don’t make directories the primary source of 
links!

The Case For Submitting 
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It can’t really hurt, any more than it costs
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(*then send you a ransom note later)
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(*then send you a ransom note later)

Presence Builds Presence

Just don’t make directories the primary source of 



Major Directories

• Yahoo (www.yahoo.com) 

• Business.com – but be careful

• MSN Small Business Directory 

(sbd.bcentral.com) – 10 keywords / URLs!(sbd.bcentral.com) – 10 keywords / URLs!

• DMOZ (www.dmoz.org) 

• About.com (more of a resource collection)

• Zeal / Looksmart

Major Directories

Yahoo (www.yahoo.com) –but be careful

but be careful

MSN Small Business Directory 

10 keywords / URLs!
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10 keywords / URLs!

DMOZ (www.dmoz.org) –best of luck

About.com (more of a resource collection)



Secondary Directories

• WOW (www.wowdirectory.com)

• BOTW (www.botw.org)

• Gimpsy (www.gimpsy.com)• Gimpsy (www.gimpsy.com)

• JoeAnt (www.joeant.com)

• GoGuides (www.goguides.org) (*great for 

SEOs, designers, etc.)
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Gimpsy (www.gimpsy.com)

JoeAnt (www.joeant.com)

GoGuides (www.goguides.org) (*great for 

SEOs, designers, etc.)



SEOPros Reviews ‘Em

• http://www.seopros.org/search/dirlist.asp

• Yes, I am involved with SEOPros / OSEOP• Yes, I am involved with SEOPros / OSEOP

• No, they don’t pay me

• No, I don’t like every directory on this list

SEOPros Reviews ‘Em

http://www.seopros.org/search/dirlist.asp

Yes, I am involved with SEOPros / OSEOP
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Yes, I am involved with SEOPros / OSEOP

No, I don’t like every directory on this list



Hunting Down Vortals
• Internet Search Engine Database (

• Search Engine Guide (searchengineguide.com

• Hub Finder (QED)
– (www.linkhounds.com/hub

• Search by ranked competitors’ or noted resources
– backlinks & business name

– Wordtracker + Keyword Discovery 
should probably link to me, no?

– Use them Google Alerts!

• * hint: try Google site search in addition to internal 
search tools…

Hunting Down Vortals
Internet Search Engine Database (ISEDB.com) *

searchengineguide.com) *

www.linkhounds.com/hub-finder)

Search by ranked competitors’ or noted resources
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Wordtracker + Keyword Discovery – if they link to both, they 
should probably link to me, no?

* hint: try Google site search in addition to internal 



Preparing & Managing Submissions

• Directory & Category / Categories *

• Submission Title (LINK) 

business name + keywords, or just keywords

• (BCentral is a special case • (BCentral is a special case 

URLs)

• Description – short, medium, long

• Read the rules, but observe the practice

Preparing & Managing Submissions
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Submission Title (LINK) – business name, 

business name + keywords, or just keywords

(BCentral is a special case – 10 keywords & 
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(BCentral is a special case – 10 keywords & 

short, medium, long

Read the rules, but observe the practice



Creating A Directory
• If you must exchange links... If you really really really just 

can’t help it… You can create your own directory!

• “Rules:” 

– Submitters must give reciprocal link URL

– Reject the sites that suck– Reject the sites that suck

– Be nice, but be conscious of quality

– Add a few sites you like, WITHOUT a link back!

– Don’t put up an empty directory 

– No matter what script you run, expect regular visits from the 
dreaded THEG

Creating A Directory
If you must exchange links... If you really really really just 

can’t help it… You can create your own directory!

Submitters must give reciprocal link URL
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Be nice, but be conscious of quality

Add a few sites you like, WITHOUT a link back!

Don’t put up an empty directory – populate it!

No matter what script you run, expect regular visits from the 



Directory Planning WorksheetDirectory Planning Worksheet
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Directory Planning Worksheet

• Emailed & available to download

• Use it to keep track of just directories, or to 

track resource pages etc.

• Roll your own… this is just a free tool!• Roll your own… this is just a free tool!

Directory Planning Worksheet
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track resource pages etc.

Roll your own… this is just a free tool!
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Roll your own… this is just a free tool!



Paid Services

• SEOPros (some day…) will have the 
submission specialist program running

• Debra Mastaler (www.alliance

• Be careful out there – check references & • Be careful out there – check references & 
approve directory list, titles & descriptions 
before submission

• If you have used a service, post about it in the 
private forums

Paid Services

SEOPros (some day…) will have the 
submission specialist program running

www.alliance-link.com)

check references & 
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check references & 
approve directory list, titles & descriptions 

If you have used a service, post about it in the 



Q & A

• Next Week – Content Campaigns

• Conference Call Next Tuesday 10am

• Downloads -• Downloads -

Q & A

Content Campaigns

Conference Call Next Tuesday 10am
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